Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 69 June 1976 done. In particular, the chapter on carbohydrate metabolism by Judith Hockaday succinctly and comprehensively considers the controversial findings of various studies. The work of Dr W E Waters on epidemiology is well known and his views on the clinical implications are well worth reading.
The book is beautifully produced and is to be highly recommended, not just for neurologists but for everyone concerned with patients with the commonest symptomheadache.
F CLIFFORD ROSE
A Manual of Adverse Drug Interactions by J P Griffin BSC PhD MB BS LRCP MRCS and P F D'Arcy BPharm PhD FRIC MPSNI ppxii+347 £7 Bristol: John Wright 1975 This manual, which has been compiled by the Senior Medical Officer of the Medicines Division of the Department of Health and Social Security and the Professor of Pharmacy at Belfast, is likely to have considerable appeal as a work of reference for the prescriber. Six chapters on the basic mechanisms of drug interactions are followed by the main part of the book, which is devoted to drug interaction tables. These have been grouped into twenty sections representing different drugs or groups of drugs. Three columns are used to tabulate the various interacting drug combinations, descriptions of the interactions and simple advice on management, all with references. The different proprietary names, with variations in use abroad (especially in the USA), are included. Some readers will be irritated by the layout of the columns across the pages, but this will not detract from the practical usefulness of the information which has been assembled. Frequent This is the fifth in the series Major Problems in Dermatology. Unlike the others it deals with a region, and therefore with a multitude of diseases unrelated except that they can occur on or near the vulva. This type of book is difficult to write and Dr Ridley has done well to include so many conditions in a comparatively small space.
The vulva can almost be said to be a no man's land. The patient is too embarrassed to display it freely and the doctor often unwilling to examine it carefully. Reports of diseases in the area are recorded by venereologists, gynecologists and endocrinologists, as well as dermatologists, and it has been no easy task to sort out this very varied literature. As with the other volumes in this series, the review of literature has been very thorough, and this makes it of great value as a work of reference. Many of the conditions are reported very briefly, with key references, but the more important, such as lichen sclerosis and carcinoma, are dealt with in much greater detail. Bobath have packed into 105 pages an excellent account of motor development in the four main cerebral palsy syndromes, distilled from their extensive experience of these conditions.
In the first 16 pages, a summary of the standard textbook account of developmental stages is qualified by warnings against the rigid concept of milestones and by comments on normal children. Six pages on diagnostic and prognostic aspects are followed by four descriptive, well illustrated sections on diplegia (21 pages), hemiplegia (15 pages), athetoid quadriplegia (25 pages) and spastic quadriplegia (16 pages): all the 83 illustrations are to be found in this section of the book, each in close proximity to the appropriate text. A short bibliography and adequate index complete the book.
The book is easy to read; at £1.85 it is excellent value and well within the reach of those to whom it will prove most useful. The book contains six sections corresponding to sessions in the original conference. The first is concerned mainly with the cerebral circulation and the second with experimental ocular ischaemia. The third is a heterogeneous collection of papers under the title 'Metabolic and Related Aspects of Circulation and Ischemia'. The fourth contains articles on the course of the ophthalmic artery, thyroid disease and glaucoma. The fifth is mainly concerned with retinal vein occlusion and the sixth with vascular anomalies and retinal changes in hvmatological disorders. Proceedings of symposia are often chiefly of interest to the
